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Two paradoxes in the
theory of games

Children, even non-human love to play games, and it is clearly a fun-activity. The mathematical
theory of games can however be somewhat complicated and has some counter-intuitive results.
The most famous of these is the Prisoner’s Dilemma. | will discuss the resolution of this, as well
as another game called Samaritan’s Curse, which has attracted some attention recently.

The latter game is somewhat similar to the first, in which the actions of

well-meaning individuals actually end up making the situation of the

intended beneficiary worse!
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