
QFT-GRT 2021
A quick introduction 



Idea behind  QFT-GRT
● Quantum Physics and Representation theory have always enjoyed a close relationship. Recent 

developments have brought new vigor to this interaction
● Physicists and Mathematicians often arrive @ the same Geometric objects starting with different 

motivations. These play an important role in this interaction.  
● It was felt that a meeting that falls somewhere in between summer school and a large conference would 

be a great way to introduce exciting new research and to bring new/young researchers into the subject
● We also wanted to encourage dictionary building between math and physics. 
● Hence the format : Mix of mini-courses and research talks split roughly 50:50 between the two subjects 

aimed at a mixed audience. 



Idea behind QFT-GRT 
● A lot of untapped potential exists in terms of research interactions between theoretical physics and mathematics 

especially in this area.  
● This sequence of meetings could function as a spark for furthering such interactions
● ICTS was a natural place for organizing such a meeting .



QFT-GRT 2018

First edition  



QFT-GRT 2021

Continuing in the same spirit

We have 10 mini-courses and 12 research talks this time 
spread over 3 weeks. 

New feature : Two copies of the meeting happening in two 
different windows.

We also felt it would be appropriate to honor M. S. 
Narasimhan and C. S. Seshadri : Special Event on 

Monday  July 12



Keeping up with 
QFT-GRT’21

How to participate ? 

1. Live talks over Zoom 
2. Watch Parties over Zoom + Metastream 
3. QFT-GRT Slack 

Idea behind watch parties : 

● LOTS of recorded lecture out there - not enough time to watch them! 
● Watching together is likely to spark discussions, conversations
● Exciting new experiment - do participate! 

Live talks in Eastern daytime have watch parties in 
Western day time + v.v 

Depending on your time zone, one of these windows 
(or a mix of them) would be the ideal. 



Zoom Rules

To ask questions : 

● During the main talk (~60+5 mins), post questions to the chat box
● Fellow participants can try to answer the questions
● If the speaker pauses to take questions, the chair can read out unanswered questions from the 

chatbox
● During the Q&A period (~10 mins) at the end, you can also use the “raise hands” feature in 

Zoom. The chair will recognize you and unmute you. You can then ask your question. 
● When asking questions, we request you to switch on video if it is possible. 
● We request you to be brief and clear in your questions
● Short and relevant comments are OK but no speeches/distractions. 
● Questions can also be posted to Slack  (for continuing discussions beyond Zoom) 



Watch Party Rules
During a watch party : 

● Leave the Zoom call running and join the Metastream session using the link provided (in Zoom 
chat  + Slack channel called watch-party-links ) 

● Two windows @ the same time : Browser with metastream + Zoom chat. Suggestion : You can 
use window tiling . 

● The watch party chair will pause/play the recorded video
● You can post questions to Zoom chat during the watch party.
● All other Zoom rules apply 
● Total discussion time : ~10-15 mins (chair can skip playing the discussion part of the recorded 

video if watch party discussions are long) 


