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Unruly Waters:

A Political and Culturadl
History of the Monsoon

This lecture delves into the political and cultural importance of the monsoon in India since the
late nineteenth century. It examines how changing mete'orologcal knowledge was absorbed into
political discussions about India’s future. In the early twentie%ntury, many among India’s
engineers, planners, economists, and political leaders committed themselves to infrastructural
solutions to the vagaries of the monsoon; over the long term, these infrastructures have had a
number of unintended consequences. The range of policy options on the table today, in

response to India’s many water-related chaIIer?g#are a residue of that earlier history.
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Sunil Amrith is the Renu and Anand Dhawan Professor of
History at Yale University, and Chair of its South Asian

Studies Council. He is the author of four books, including
Crossing the:Bay of Bengal (2013) and Unruly Waters @
2018); Amrith is a 2017 MacArthur Fellow, and received
ﬁ‘nfosys Prize in Humanities in 2016.
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Use this link to join'the Zoom meeting -
https://bit.ly/ictsMC2nov20
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