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In search of 
brain plasticity 
What do crows, humans and machines have  
in common? We’re used to thinking about 
intelligence in certain ways — IQ, getting good 
marks, genius — something one either has or 
doesn’t have. Intelligence, however, is far from  
a uniquely human condition. So what is so  
special about the human brain? If you’ve ever 
wondered what actually separates us from 
machines, let's take a look at the brain to explore 
some of the fundamental questions about how it 
learns and adapts and how it creates, and 
whether or not it is just a matter of time before 
machines do it better! 

Monday, 05 September, 11 am

Kshipra Gurunandan is a neuroscientist at the 
University of Cambridge. Her background is in 
mathematics and cognitive neuroscience,  
having worked at the Centre for Artificial 
Intelligence and Robotics, DRDO, and studied  
in France, Spain and Australia. Her PhD 
investigated neural plasticity, with special focus 
on language learning, using magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI). She is interested in the neural 
mechanisms of learning and how these change 
with age, and is currently investigating the 
effects of previous experience on learning and 
memory. Her work has received awards from 
international neuroscience societies as  
well as media attention from the Scientific 
American, Voice of America, Cosmos, etc.

In November 1915, Albert Einstein proposed 
the General Theory of Relativity, which 
revolutionized our understanding of gravity 
and became one of the pillars of modern 
physics. ICTS plans to organize a public 
lecture series, called “Einstein Lectures,” 
celebrating the centenary year of General 
Relativity. Educational institutions and 
other public organizations from all over 
India are invited to partner with ICTS in 
organizing public lectures at various venues 
in India. ICTS is in the process of assembling 
a vibrant pool of Einstein speakers 
spanning a wide spectrum, ranging from 
early-career scientists to international 
luminaries. Einstein lectures will carry the 
message of Einstein’s triumphant theory 
and its impact on modern physics and 
astronomy, and the spirit of discovery and 
scientific temper. 

The open call for partner organizations, 
along with a list of Einstein lecturers and 
topics will be published on the ICTS web site 
in August. Selected partner organizations 
will work with ICTS in selecting an 
appropriate speaker depending on the date 
and venue of the lecture, and the nature of 
the audience.  ICTS will provide the necessary 
support to organize the event, and the 
partner organizations are expected to take 
care of the local organization. 

http://www.icts.res.in/lecture/einstein
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REGISTER ONLINE AT

bit.ly/el2022sep5 
E-mail: outreach@icts.res.in 

www.icts.res.in/lectures/einstein 

School of Sciences,Jain University, 
No. 34, 1st Cross, J C Road, 
Bengaluru - 560027. 
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