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Establishing the history of the Universe from the CMB era to the present day is a key
objective for astrophysics and cosmology. After the recombination era, matter in the
Universe remained predominantly neutral and is referred to as the Cosmic Dark Ages.
The subsequent growth of matter overdensities under gravity led to the formation of
first self-luminous objects like stars, galaxies, and black hole-powered quasars at about
half-billion years after the Big Bang, referred to as the Cosmic Dawn. These objects
started injecting ionising radiation back into the intergalactic medium significantly
enough to re-ionise the neutral Hydrogen in the Universe. This period, known as the
epoch of reionisation (EoR) evidently ended about 1 billion years after the Big Bang,
and signifies a major astrophysical phase transition from a neutral to a re-ionised
Universe. Despite its significance, it has not been probed extensively. Using redshifted
21cm spectral line signature of Neutral Hydrogen has emerged as one of the most
promising probes of the EoR. Several 21cm experiments are already underway. | will
outline the approaches and progress made by the current generation of 21cm EoR
experiments. A powerful next-generation instrument, whose key aim among many is
to detect and characterise the EoR is the Square Kilometre Array (SKA). Besides
describing its capabilities, 1 will present updates on the ongoing construction
activities.
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