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Is the universe 
geometric or algebraic? 
In recent years, I have heard distinguished physicists 
ask this question with increasing frequency and 
urgency. In this lecture, I will try to convey to the 
audience some sense of the meaning of this question, 
and present a few simple reflections on it from the 
point of view of a mathematician.  Minhyong Kim grew up in Seoul, Korea,  

and started his study of mathematics at Seoul  
National University. After receiving his Ph.D.  
at Yale University, he has taught at numerous 
institutions on three continents. His recent ideas 
aim to bring ideas of physics into number theory. 

He is currently Professor of Number Theory  
at the University of Oxford and a Distinguished 
Professor at the Korea Institute for  
Advanced Study. 
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In November 1915, Albert Einstein proposed 
the General Theory of Relativity, which 
revolutionized our understanding of gravity 
and became one of the pillars of modern 
physics. ICTS plans to organize a public 
lecture series, called “Einstein Lectures,” 
celebrating the centenary year of General 
Relativity. Educational institutions and 
other public organizations from all over 
India are invited to partner with ICTS in 
organizing public lectures at various venues 
in India. ICTS is in the process of assembling 
a vibrant pool of Einstein speakers 
spanning a wide spectrum, ranging from 
early-career scientists to international 
luminaries. Einstein lectures will carry the 
message of Einstein’s triumphant theory 
and its impact on modern physics and 
astronomy, and the spirit of discovery and 
scientific temper. 

The open call for partner organizations, 
along with a list of Einstein lecturers and 
topics will be published on the ICTS web site 
in August. Selected partner organizations 
will work with ICTS in selecting an 
appropriate speaker depending on the date 
and venue of the lecture, and the nature of 
the audience.  ICTS will provide the necessary 
support to organize the event, and the 
partner organizations are expected to take 
care of the local organization. 
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