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Order and Patterns 
in Randomness
The talk will describe how physicists and 
mathematicians find hidden patterns and 
information in apparently random looking 
events. I will try to do this through the 
examples of the Random Walk, Brownian 
Motion, many particle systems in Statistical 
Physics, and finally a card trick.

Abhishek Dhar is a Professor at the International 
Centre for Theoretical Sciences (ICTS-TIFR), 
Bengaluru. He did his Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics 
from the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, 
Mumbai. His research interests include Statistical 
Physics, Condensed Matter Physics and foundations 
of Quantum Mechanics. For his contributions in 
Statistical Physics, he was awarded the ICTP prize 
(2008) and the S S Bhatnagar Prize in Physical 
Sciences (2009). Professor Dhar is a Fellow of the 
Indian Academy of Sciences and the National 
Academy of Sciences.
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In November 1915, Albert Einstein proposed 
the General Theory of Relativity, which 
revolutionized our understanding of gravity 
and became one of the pillars of modern 
physics. ICTS plans to organize a public 
lecture series, called “Einstein Lectures,” 
celebrating the centenary year of General 
Relativity. Educational institutions and 
other public organizations from all over 
India are invited to partner with ICTS in 
organizing public lectures at various venues 
in India. ICTS is in the process of assembling 
a vibrant pool of Einstein speakers 
spanning a wide spectrum, ranging from 
early-career scientists to international 
luminaries. Einstein lectures will carry the 
message of Einstein’s triumphant theory 
and its impact on modern physics and 
astronomy, and the spirit of discovery and 
scientific temper. 

The open call for partner organizations, 
along with a list of Einstein lecturers and 
topics will be published on the ICTS web site 
in August. Selected partner organizations 
will work with ICTS in selecting an 
appropriate speaker depending on the date 
and venue of the lecture, and the nature of 
the audience.  ICTS will provide the necessary 
support to organize the event, and the 
partner organizations are expected to take 
care of the local organization. 
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