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String Theory and 
Strong Interactions
The history of string theory begins with a set of curious 
experimental observations in 1960s about strongly 
interacting particles (hadrons).This relation has many 
surprising aspects to it which took many decades to 
uncover. I will talk about how advances since 1998 
(arising from the work of a physicist named Maldacena) 
have begun to clarify this relationship and how this has 
radically changed how we think about string theory as 
well as particles with strong interactions.
 

Loganayagam is a string theorist at International 
Centre for Theoretical Sciences (ICTS-TIFR), 
Bengaluru. He is interested in quantum fields 
at finite temperature with a focus on black holes 
and quantum gravity. After an integrated M.Sc.
in physics from IIT Kanpur, Loganayagam 
obtained a Ph.D. in theoretical physics working 
under Prof. Shiraz Minwalla of TIFR Mumbai. 
He was then a fellow of Harvard Society and 
did a postdoctoral stint at Institute for Advanced 
Study (IAS) Princeton. Since 2015, he has been 
a faculty at ICTS-TIFR.
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In November 1915, Albert Einstein proposed 
the General Theory of Relativity, which 
revolutionized our understanding of gravity 
and became one of the pillars of modern 
physics. ICTS plans to organize a public 
lecture series, called “Einstein Lectures,” 
celebrating the centenary year of General 
Relativity. Educational institutions and 
other public organizations from all over 
India are invited to partner with ICTS in 
organizing public lectures at various venues 
in India. ICTS is in the process of assembling 
a vibrant pool of Einstein speakers 
spanning a wide spectrum, ranging from 
early-career scientists to international 
luminaries. Einstein lectures will carry the 
message of Einstein’s triumphant theory 
and its impact on modern physics and 
astronomy, and the spirit of discovery and 
scientific temper. 

The open call for partner organizations, 
along with a list of Einstein lecturers and 
topics will be published on the ICTS web site 
in August. Selected partner organizations 
will work with ICTS in selecting an 
appropriate speaker depending on the date 
and venue of the lecture, and the nature of 
the audience.  ICTS will provide the necessary 
support to organize the event, and the 
partner organizations are expected to take 
care of the local organization. 

http://www.icts.res.in/lecture/einstein
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