SMITHA VISHVESHWARA

is a Professor of Physics at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC),
USA. Following several years at The Valley School in Bengaluru, she made her way
across the globe to earn a BSc at Cornell University and a PhD studying condensed
matter physics at the University of California, Santa Barbara. Her theoretical studies
include strongly correlated electronic systems, such as nanomaterials and quantum
Hall systems, cold atomic quantum gases, including aboard the International Space
Station, percolation behavior in proteins, and parallels of black hole physics in
quantum systems. She also brings together science and the arts, collaboratively
creating works such as Quantum Voyages, Quantum Rhapsodies, and Universe in
Motion. Since her childhood, she has been a regular visitor to multiple institutes in
Bengaluru and to the Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium.
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